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Sept. 30 Preview 
 

Soutache Heads in In Reality;  

My Dear Girl Draws Wide-Open Field of Ten 

 

By Jim Freer 

The third and final races in the 2017 FTBOA Florida Sire Stakes will be run 

Saturday at Gulfstream Park. 

Those races are the In Reality for males and the My Dear Girl for fillies. Both 

have $400,000 purses and are 1-1/16 miles on dirt. They are restricted to 

Florida-bred 2-year-olds that meet other eligibility requirements. 

 

In Reality – Race 2; Scheduled Post 12:30 p.m. 

Soutache will undoubtedly be the big 

favorite in the In Reality. 

On Sept. 2, he set a stakes record in 

winning the seven-furlong Affirmed 

Stakes—the series second race in the 

male division.  

Soutache won that dirt stakes in 

1:22.46. He finished a half-length ahead 

of World of Trouble.   

With World of Trouble on the inside, 

the two colts battled head-to-head for the lead during the entire stretch run. 

World of Trouble briefly bumped the rail with his back-left leg about 220 yards 

from the finish. 

He quickly regained momentum.  Trainer Kathleen O’Connell, not one to make 

excuses, said she thinks World of Trouble would have won the race if not for 

bumping the rail. 

World of Trouble is not running in the In Reality. O’Connell said the horse is 

healthy, but that owner Michael Dubb is giving him a break from racing.  

Soutache & Eric Cancel in Affirmed Race. Credit: Lauren King 



3 

HorseRacingFLA.com 

 

HorseRacingFLA 2017 Guide to the Florida Sire Stakes 

Sept 30 Preview (cont’d) 

 

Tyler Gaffalione, who rode World of Trouble in the Affirmed, will be on board 

Soutache in the In Reality.  

Eric Cancel rode Soutache in the Affirmed. He does not have a mount in the In 

Reality. Soutache is a son of Backtalk.  He is trained by Ralph Nicks for owner 

GoldMark Farm. 

Soutache has won two of his three starts. He won his debut, on July 2, at five 

furlongs on dirt at Gulfstream. 

On Aug. 5, Soutache finished third in 

the $100,000 Dr. Fager. That six 

furlong race at Gulfstream was the 

first leg in the Sire Stakes. 

Phantom Ro, owned by Raroma 

Stable and trained by Nicks, won the 

Dr. Fager. 

In the Affirmed, Phantom Ro broke 

through the starting gate and was 

reloaded. He finished third, 6 ¾ 

lengths behind Soutache. 

Phantom Ro is not in the In Reality field of six horses. His Name is Sue, 

trained by O’Connell, and Tip Sheet, trained by Stan Gold, likely will set the 

early pace with Soutache in the second flight. 

 

My Dear Girl – Race 13; Scheduled Post 6:03 p.m. 

The My Dear Girl has ten entrants, with no clear favorite. Among contenders 

are Starship Bonita, Dessert Honeys, Go Astray and Awesome Mass.  

The series began Aug. 5 with the $100,000 Desert Vixen at six furlongs.  Go 

Astray, at 10-1, got loose on the lead and beat the 7-10 favorite Awesome 

Mass by 4 ½ lengths. 

On Sept. 2, 15-1 shot Starship Bonita, held off a late charge by Dessert 

Honeys and won by a head in the $200,000 Susan’s Girl at seven furlongs. 

Phantom Ro in Dr. Fager Race.  Credit: Lauren King 
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Go Astray finished third, two lengths behind the top pair. Awesome Mass came 

in fourth by another two lengths. 

Race Schedule 

The Sire Stakes races are the co-features on 

a 14-race card that has a first post of 12:00 

p.m. 

The My Dear Girl is the 13th race with 

scheduled post of 6:03 p.m.  The In Reality 

is the second race with a scheduled post of 

12:30 p.m. 

The Series 

The Sire Stakes races are open to Florida-breds that are sons or daughters of 

Florida-registered stallions. For a horse to be eligible to run, its owner must 

pay a series of sustaining nomination fees and the owner of its sire must pay a 

series of fees. 

The Ocala-based Florida Thoroughbred Breeders’ and Owners’ Association 

(FTBOA) administers the series.  

Purse money comes from a combination of funding from the Florida TBOA and 

from Gulfstream and the Florida Horsemen’s Benevolent & Protective Association. 

Morning Line Odds 

 

In Reality, 2nd Race, 12:30 p.m.  

 1. His Name is Sue 15-1 

2. Tip Sheet 8-1 

3. Soutache 4-5 

4. Teehaw 12-1 

5. Highborn 9-2 

6. Maranatha 5-1 

 

 

 

My Dear Girl, 13th Race, 6:03 p.m. 

1. Regal Romance 20-1 

2. Galileo’s Affair 12-1 

3. Awesome Mass 7-2 

4. Go Astray 6-1 

5. Dessert Honors 2-1 

6. Taylor’s Princess 20-1 

7. Little Bridge 12-1 

8. Pantyhose 10-1 

9. Unstablenthemornin 10-1 

10. Starship Bonita 9-2 

Starship Bonita in Susan’s Girl Race. Credit: Lauren King 
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Preview & Past Performances – In Reality (cont’d) 
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Preview & Past Performances – My Dear Girl (cont’d) 
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Cover Photos 

 

The cover page of our Guide to the Florida Stakes 2017 has photos of Cajun Delta Dawn (top), 

Awesome Feather (lower left) and Big Drama (lower right). 

Cajun Delta Dawn (2) is shown beating Lu Lu Laura (1) by a neck in last year’s six-furlong 

Desert Vixen. Cajun Delta Dawn later won the seven-furlong Susan’s Girl. But she finished fourth 

among 13 runners in the series finale—the 1 1/16 mile My Dear Girl. 

That indicates how difficult it can be for a horse to sweep in the Sire Stakes, especially 

considering the added distance in the third race.   

Awesome Feather and Big Drama are examples of horses that swept their Sire Stakes races and 

went on to national stardom. 

 

Awesome Feather is shown winning the 2010 My Dear Girl at Calder 

Race Course to complete a sweep of the filly’s division. (Through 2013 

the series was held at Calder Race Course and was known as the Florida 

Stallion Stakes). 

After winning the My Dear Girl, Awesome Feather won the Breeders’ Cup 

Juvenile Fillies (Grade 1) at Churchill Downs in Louisville, Kentucky. She 

later was voted the 2010 winner of the Eclipse Award for Juvenile Fillies. 

Awesome Feather was owned by Jacks or Better Farm and trained 

by Stan Gold. 

 

Big Drama is shown winning the In Reality in 2008 at Calder.  

In 2010, Big Drama won the Breeders’ Cup Sprint (grade 1) at 

Churchill Downs and later was voted winner of the Eclipse Award for 

Sprinters. 

David Fawkes trained Big Drama for owner Harold Queen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Credits: Cajun Delta Dawn photo by Coglianese Photos; Awesome Feather photo by Coady 

Photography; Big Drama photo by Jim Lisa Photos. 

Fred & Jane Brei,  
Owners of Jacks or Better Farm 

David F awkes,  
Trainer of Big Drama 
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About HorseRacingFLA.com 
Your Inside Track to Florida Horse Racing 

Daily Online News, Analysis, and Commentary 

 

HorseRacingFLA.com, the only independent website dedicated exclusively to thoroughbred 

racing in Florida, is fast becoming one of the top online sources for Florida horse racing news 

and commentary at Gulfstream Park, Gulfstream Park West (Calder) and Tampa Bay Downs.  

Since 2015, HRFLA creators Jim Freer, editor and nationally recognized 

racing writer, and Barry Unterbrink, business manager and financial 

expert, have provided the horse racing community with a unique, 

knowledgeable blend of engaging media, racing history, and invaluable 

insights into “the inside track on Florida horse racing.”  

States Freer: “Both Barry and I have always had a passion for horse 

racing. After my years of reporting on racing for the Miami Herald, Blood-

Horse and other top news outlets, and with Barry’s extensive business 

background, we discovered a growing need for immediate, full-scope, 

Florida-based coverage. HorseRacingFLA.com fills that need. We promote 

a greater knowledge and understanding of this important industry. We’re 

a daily ‘boots on the ground’ publication. That’s exciting and challenging!” 

HorseRacingFLA.com’s coverage includes race previews, recaps, handicapping, feature stories, 

archives, and expert business analysis. Freer’s audience continues to grow with ongoing radio 

interviews and podcasts on ESPN. Bob Bauer, HRFLA’s Tampa Bay Downs correspondent, and 

linked guest writers such as highly respected J.J. Graci, also contribute on a regular basis.  

Due to the increasing market demand for its free subscriber-based 

website news, HorseRacingFLA now produces the “HorseRacingFLA 

2017 Florida Sire Stakes Series Guide,” an information-packed 

web publication, available to subscribers only.  

Says Unterbrink: “By continuing to expand our coverage, and with 

publishing the 2017 Guide, we hope that our subscribers can improve 

their odds, make some winning bets, and enjoy the multi-faceted 

wonders of Florida horse racing at its best.” 

To sign up for a FREE subscription, visit the HorseRacingFLA.com 

subscription page or e-mail horseracingFLA@gmail.com.   

For daily horse racing news, visit our website and blog HorseRacingFLA.com and 

InsideFloridaHorseracing.blogspot.com.  

The HorseRacingFLA.com team welcomes comments and suggestions. 

 

(The Florida Sire Stakes Guide was designed by Barbara Chaney.) 

Jim Freer 

Barry Unterbrink  

https://www.horseracingfla.com/subscribe
https://www.horseracingfla.com/subscribe
mailto:horseracingFLA@gmail.com
http://www.horseracingfla.com/
http://insidefloridahorseracing.blogspot.com/

